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MINISTER’S WELCOME

PIPERS TRAIL
With so much happening at The Gathering, we have put together a trail of adventure and discovery, a
bucket list for you to tick off as you explore every corner of The Gathering throughout the day.

Message from The Hon. Stirling Hinchliffe MP
Welcome to The Gathering, a wonderful opportunity to
immerse yourself in Ipswich’s local culture and community, and
hopefully explore some of the superb tourism experiences on
offer here in South East Queensland.

 Make a Celtic lantern* and walk in the parade, dance under the stars at an outdoor

twilight Ceilidh and see the clans gather at the official welcome ceremony.
 Catch the Celtic Flyer* - a steam train pulled by the 5802 locomotive. Take the historic
route on a 30-minute journey. Trains depart each hour. Be sure to book in advance at
www.qpsr.org and request a pass out wristband at the information tent.

The impacts of the pandemic have provided incredible
challenges, but thanks to the hard work of Queenslanders our
state was one of the first to put in place a COVID Safe Event
Framework which paved the way for events such as this one
to take place.

 Get dressed in your Celtic clothing and join the Fashion on the Field competition on
the Main Stage.

The Queensland Government is proud to support The
Gathering, through Tourism and Events Queensland’s
Destination Events Program and it is a feature on our It’s Live!
in Queensland events calendar.

 Try Spanish Fencing at the Prima Spada School of Fence.
 Learn about swordsmanship, dress and black powder weaponry from 18th Century

Events are an important part of our state’s economic
recovery from the pandemic because they attract visitors to
the region which stimulates the local economy and supports local jobs. Events are also an
important opportunity for communities, friends, families and visitors to come together, creating
community pride and reconnecting us.

 Dance a traditional Scottish or Irish Country Dance in the Ceilidh Centre.
 Join in with the Belswagger Morris Dancers.
 Try haggis, black pudding, square sausage, Scotch pies, Irish stew, or Irn Bru at one of

Congratulations to the event organisers and all those involved in organising this event – may
it be a successful one.
If you are visiting for the event, I encourage you to make some time to explore the diverse
tourism experiences on offer in this beautiful region.
The Hon. Stirling Hinchliffe MP, Minister for Tourism, Innovation and Sport and
Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics and Paralympics Sport and Engagement.

Scotland from An T’Arm Albannach (Scotland’s Army).

our food stalls.

 Toss a caber with the pro's at the Highland Games.
 Watch the Tyr’s Warriors go sword to sword.
 Pat an Irish Wolfhound.
 Sing a Celtic tune on the Buskers’ Stage - put your name on the chalkboard!
 Join in with singing and music, where the clans come together, outside the Discovery
Centre at the Session Bar.

WELCOME FROM YOUR HOST
Welcome to The Gathering 2022. Callum MacSween (President of The Gathering Festival) and
Nick Tomkins (Festival Director) hope you have a very enjoyable day of discovery through all that the
Celtic cultures have to offer.
Our team have worked incredibly hard to deliver our biggest event yet across two days. We are very
thankful to all of our partners and performers for their support. We welcome your feedback to ensure
The Gathering continues to grow and prosper as a mainstay of the Queensland events calendar.

 Discover and join your Clan in the clan area.
 Join in on the Scavenger Hunt – get your clues from the information tent and find
some mythical creatures from three Celtic nations.

 Explore vintage British mini cars.
 Pat a Heilan Coo (Highland Cow) from Rivertree Farm.
* Additional charge applies to these activities.

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather today, and pay
our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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Haven’t ticked off your Pipers Trail bucket list? Follow us on Facebook
and subscribe to our mailing list at www.gatheringfestival.com.au to be
first in for tickets to The Gathering 2023.

MAIN STAGE SATURDAY

MAIN STAGE SUNDAY

12:00 PM MORETON CELTIC FIDDLE CLUB

10:00 AM ISHKA

12:30 PM OPENING CEREMONY

11:00 AM QUEENSLAND YOUTH FOLK ORCHESTRA

A group of energetic and talented Celtic musicians who meet monthly to play and learn
Celtic and Bluegrass tunes. Lead by Musical Director Melinda Coles, enjoy the traditional
Celtic music of the Moreton Celtic Fiddle Club.
The Gathering welcomes you for 2022, including a Calling of the Clans, Address to the
Haggis and Outlander dance performance by Star Troupers Dance Crew.

1:00 PM FASHION ON THE FIELD

What better way to remind yourself that you are at the brilliant Ipswich Turf Club than
by getting involved in fashions on the field! Get dressed head to toe in your finest Celtic
attire to win best dressed in either adult, kids or dog categories. Presented and judged by
the Queensland Rose of Tralee.

Featuring bagpipes, guitar, bass, fiddle, flute, whistle, concertina, mandolin and drums
(bodhrán and percussion instruments), adopting various music styles inspired by the
folk traditions of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and world music genres.

A gathering of young folk musicians and singers (13-30yrs) from across Queensland
perform traditional and contemporary folk songs and tunes from Australia and beyond.

11:30 AM LIMERICK

Limerick bring together highly talented and entertaining musicians who have a ‘Reel’
passion for high energy music. They put on a show that will get your blood flowing,
performing a line-up of toe tapping, beer stomping, sing a long, Celtic rock, traditional
tunes, originals and modern crowd pleasers.

1:30 PM SCOIL ARD RINCE IRISH DANCERS

One of Queensland’s largest Irish dancing schools, enjoy this toe tapping performance
from Scoil Ard Rince before they return to perform with the Barleyshakes.

12:30 PM OPENING CEREMONY

The Gathering welcomes you for 2022, including a Calling of the Clans, Address to the
Haggis and Outlander dance performance by Star Troupers Dance Crew.

2:00 PM THE STOWAWAYS

An eclectic trio with roots in Celtic, East European, British and American folk influences.
As well as a broad traditional repertoire, the group perform original tunes based on their
diverse influences.

1:00 PM

FASHION ON THE FIELD

1:30 PM

BLACKSTONE-IPSWICH CAMBRIAN CHOIR

2:00 PM

THE STOWAWAYS

3:00 PM

VALHALORE

4:00 PM

MASSED PIPE BANDS

3:00 PM BLACK BEAR DUO

Spirits soar and feet fly when Iain Mckenzie and Emma Nixon join forces to play fabulous
Scottish music.

4:00 PM LIMERICK

Limerick bring together highly talented and entertaining musicians who have a ‘Reel’
passion for high-energy music. Joined by The Shamrock Dancers they put on a show that
will get your blood flowing, performing a line-up of toe tapping, beer stomping, sing a
long, Celtic rock, traditional tunes, originals and modern crowd pleasers.

5:00 PM BARLEYSHAKES WITH DANCERS
Intense energy, beautiful harmony, and irresistible dance rhythms are responsible for
their longevity, since their inception in Dublin in 1995. The Shakes are winners of the
Queensland Music Award for World music, while two members contributed to the Lord
of the Rings motion picture soundtrack.

Head over to our Dance stage at 6 pm until 8.30 pm for the Lantern
Parade and Twilight Ceilidh, where Donald Mackay will lead you through
Ceilidh dances, with music by the Black Bear Duo.
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What better way to remind yourself that you are at the brilliant Ipswich Turf Club than
by getting involved in fashions on the field! Get dressed head to toe in your finest Celtic
attire to win best dressed in either adult, kids or dog categories. Presented and judged by
the Queensland Rose of Tralee.

Be delighted with passionate and inspiring performances of some of the best of the
world’s choral music repertoire, while indulging in Welsh song.

This eclectic trio are back with their Celtic, East European, British and American
folk influences.

Majesty. Power. Epic. Folk.
Carving their way through the Australian metal scene like a Viking longship through
tempestuous seas is Brisbane’s Epic Folk Metal powerhouse, Valhalore! At The Gathering
they are doing an Acoustic Celtic Folk set with haunting melodic passages, crushing riffs,
and heartfelt lyrical journeys, Valhalore awakens a sense of majesty within all who hear
them. Experience a new side to Celtic music.

Witness the biggest spectacle normally reserved for the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo,
as 360 pipers and drummers join together to play on the track.

WHAT’S ON SATURDAY

DISCOVERY CENTRE SATURDAY
12:00 PM IPSWICH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (IGS)

MUSEUM

Family history research begins at home and it does not cost a fortune. Presented
by lrma Deas, President of IGS and Kathy Boggan, Secretary of IGS - learn where to
begin to discover your heritage.

12:00 PM LEARN: SCOTTISH DRUMMING

Learn the basics of percussion to launch your journey as a pipe band snare or
tenor drummer.

1:00 PM

LEARN: BAGPIPES

4:00 PM

LEARN: CELTIC FIDDLE

Learn the bagpipe scale to see if you have what it takes to become a bagpipe master.

1:00 PM

LEARN: KILT MAKING

2:00 PM

THE JACOBITE REBELLION

3:00 PM

LEARN: BODHRAN

4:00 PM

LEARN: ACCORDION

5:00 PM

ACCORDION & CELTIC FIDDLE

Learn Scottish techniques and tunes from Golden Fiddle Award winner, Emma Nixon.
All levels welcome.

LANTERN LIGHTING CEREMONY
Outside the Museum all day, learn how to make a Celtic inspired lantern. Come 6 pm, join with
bagpipes and the Clans to parade your creations in our Lantern Lighting Ceremony to ignite the
Twilight Ceilidh. Then take your lantern home to remember The Gathering.
Why a Lantern Parade? In Celtic lore, the in between times such as in between seasons, or in between
night and day, like twilight, are times where the boundary between this world and the Otherworld is
thinned. This means the souls of the dead and other creatures from the Otherworld can slip into our
world and lure people back to the Otherworld.
On the Saturday night of The Gathering, we will light lanterns and make an offering of haggis & whiskey
to keep the spirits at bay from the Twilight Ceilidh!
Lantern Workshop cost is $10 and spaces are limited.
Book on-line at www.gatheringfestival.com.au

TWILIGHT CEILIDH
Don’t leave just yet! Head to the Dance Stage from 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm where the Black Bear Duo of
Iain Mckenzie and Emma Nixon join with legendary dance caller Donald Mackay for a Twilight Ceilidh
so you can dance the night away under the stars.
Join in with all your favourite Ceilidh dances from the Gay Gordons and Dashing White Sergeants,
through to the crowd favourite Strip the Willow.
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Discover the intricacies of kilt making, from selecting your tartan to measuring
correctly and making the pleats perfect. Presented by Touch of Tartan.

Discover the period of the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion. The Jacobite army brought with
it not only highlanders and lowlanders, but other nationalities who were loyal to the
Stewart cause. Afterwards, explore the encampment of An T-Arm Albannacht.

Donald Mackay welcomes people of all ages to learn how to start playing rhythms on
this versatile Celtic drum.

Learn the basics of this important instrument in Irish Traditional Music.

See the accordion and Celtic fiddle come together for some Celtic tunes.

CEILIDH CENTRE SUNDAY
10:00 AM CELTIC WOMEN IN HISTORY

Scathach, Black Agnes – Lady Agnes Randolph and Grace O’Malley present
on Celtic Women in History. Delivered in period costume in persona.

11:00 AM ISHKA CEILIDH - SCOTTISH DANCES

Ceilidh band Ishka are joined by the Braw Scots folk dance group and dance
caller Heather Clarke for a traditional Scottish Ceilidh dance session.

12:00 PM LEARN: HIGHLAND DANCING

Start from the basics and learn if you have what it takes to dance a fling like a
Highland Dancer. Presented by McCollough Highland Dance Studio of Ipswich.

1:00 PM

2:00 PM

3:00 PM

LEARN: CELTIC FIDDLE

Learn Scottish techniques and tunes from Golden Fiddle Award winner, Emma Nixon.
All levels welcome.

ISHKA CEILIDH - IRISH DANCES

Ishka, meaning water in Irish Gaelic, will guide you through traditional Celtic dance
enjoyed for centuries. Lead by country dancing expert Heather Clarke as she calls
the steps so anyone can join in.

LEARN: BELLY DANCING

The Rising Phoenix Tribal Belly Dancers will explore the techniques to dance this
exquisite style.

DISCOVERY CENTRE SUNDAY
10:00 AM IPSWICH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Family history research begins at home and it does not cost a fortune. Presented
by lrma Deas, President of IGS and Kathy Boggan, Secretary of IGS - learn where
to begin to discover your heritage.

11:00 AM LEARN: SMALLPIPES

Cousin of the Great Highland Bagpipe, the Scottish smallpipes are perfect for an
intimate setting. Learn how they work and enjoy some traditional tunes.

12:00 PM LEARN: CELTIC HARP

Discover the history of the Harp, the Celtic spiritual link to the Harp, and the many
Harp types and styles.

1:00 PM

LEARN: KILT MAKING

2:00 PM

THE JACOBITE REBELLION

3:00 PM

LEARN: BODHRAN

Discover the intricacies of kilt making, from selecting your tartan to measuring
correctly and making the pleats perfect. Presented by Touch of Tartan.

Discover the period of the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion. The Jacobite army brought with
it not only highlanders and lowlanders, but other nationalities who were loyal to the
Stewart cause. Afterwards, explore the encampment of An T-Arm Albannacht.

Donald Mackay welcomes people of all ages to learn how to start playing rhythms
on this versatile Celtic drum.

www.gatheringfestival.com.au
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HIGHLAND GAMES
Running throughout the weekend, Highland Muscle presents the best Australian Highland Games
Champions, across three divisions of mens, womens and masters. Events include:

LIGHT WEIGHT FOR DISTANCE
LIGHT STONE PUT
HEAVY WEIGHT FOR DISTANCE
HEAVY STONE PUT
LIGHT HAMMER THROW
HEAVY HAMMER THROW
WEIGHT FOR HEIGHT
CABER TOSS

THINK YOU ARE A STRONG LADDIE OR LASSIE?
On Saturday head to the Highland Games tent to sign up for a
novice competition of:
LIGHT WEIGHT FOR DISTANCE
LIGHT STONE PUT
BEGINNERS CABER TOSS

PRESENTED BY
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AROUND THE GROUNDS
During the weekend see the re-enactment camps and have a chat with the Tyrs Warriors, An T’arm
Albannach (Scottish Army), Prima Spada, or Queensland Living History Federation WW1 Group.
Re-enactments include:.

RE-ENACTMENT SATURDAY
TIME

12:30 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm

WHO

Tyr’s Warriors
An T’arm Albannach
Prima Spada
Tyr’s Warriors
Prima Spada
An T’arm Albannach

WHAT
Group Battle
Black Powder Musket Firing
Formal Display, Beginners Course
Group Battle
Formal Display, Beginners Course
Combat Display

WHERE
Historic Medieval Battle Arena
Near Race Track & Pipe Band Arena
Re-enactment Area
Historic Medieval Battle Arena
Re-enactment Area
Re-enactment Area

RE-ENACTMENT SUNDAY
TIME

10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am
1:00 pm
2:30 pm
3:00 pm

WHO

An T’arm Albannach
Tyr’s Warriors
Prima Spada
An T’arm Albannach
Tyr’s Warriors
Prima Spada

WHAT
Combat Display
Group Battle
Formal Display, Beginners Course
Black Powder Musket Firing
Group Battle
Formal Display, Beginners Course

WHERE
Re-enactment Area
Historic Medieval Battle Arena
Re-enactment Area
Near Race Track & Pipe Band Arena
Historic Medieval Battle Arena
Re-enactment Area

Tyr’s Warriors: a Toowoomba based sports team that trains in armoured medieval combat doing
unscripted fights between members with full contact.
Prima Spada: school of historical swordplay including rapier and the Renaissance sidesword with
companion weapons, two-handed sword and smallsword.
An T’arm Albannach: re-enacts the period of the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion with a static camp
showcasing the people and culture of the period as well as specialising in highland army culture, dress
and weaponry.
IRISH WOLFHOUND CLUB OF QUEENSLAND: the king of the hounds has a history that
stretches back beyond the time of the Celts. Pat these giants in the display area.
QUEENSLAND LIVING HISTORY FEDERATION WW1 GROUP: presents a Scottish WW1
military encampment.
QUEENSLAND MINI CAR CLUB: displaying historic British Mini cars for fans of the mighty mini.
BELSWAGGER MORRIS: are Brisbane's number one traditional Cotswold Morris dancing
team. Sticks clashing, hankies waving, bells ringing; Belswagger brings the timeless Morris tradition to
all and sundry.
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THE RISING PHOENIX TRIBAL BELLY DANCERS: originating with ancient Celtic influences, join
in with these passionate and joyful dances.
RIVERTREE FARM: bringing you the cutest highland cows for you to pat and cuddle all weekend long.

PIPE BAND SATURDAY

QUEENSLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS

PIPE BAND SUNDAY

Head to the Pipe Band arena throughout Saturday from 12 pm to 5 pm to see Pipe Bands performing
concert style.

CONCERT STYLE PIPE BANDS
TIME

12:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm

WHO

TIME

Amberley Pipes and Drums
Queensland Irish Association
Warwick Thistle Pipe Band

3:00 pm
4:00 pm

WHO

NSW Highlanders
City of Ipswich Pipe Band

NOVICE JUVENILE B
TIME

9:00 am
9:06 am

MARCHES

The SCOTS PGC College
Knox Grammar School - 2

9:12 am
9:18 am

MARCHES

Brisbane Boys College - 2
Brisbane Boys College - 3

NOVICE JUVENILE B/4B MEDLEY

PIPE BAND COMPETITION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

TIME

9:27 am
9.33 am

MEDLEY

A: Yes. Pipe Bands Australia, the governing body of pipe bands, has contest regulations which sets out
everything from grading, to playing requirements, to registration and the circle dimensions.

Q: WHAT IS AN MSR?
A: The term 'MSR' stands for March, Strathspey and Reel. These three types of tunes are played
together in what is considered a traditional format. The emphasis in this contest element is on technical
detail of playing. Typically, the tunes played will be traditional, with many being over a hundred years old.
The bands enter with a strong march before transitioning to the strathspey, a style most commonly
associated with dancing for the Highland Fling. The reel is another type of dance which is faster paced
and builds for a controlled conclusion.

Q: WHY DO PIPE BANDS FACE INWARDS, IN A CIRCLE?
A: Pipe bands have historically faced inwards to allow all members to see their core leader and for
the bass drummer and leading snare drummer to be cohesive with the tempo and expression set by
the Pipe Major. With all of the sound directed toward the centre of the circle, the position of the bass
drummer is considered to be the best place to stand to fully appreciate pipe band music. However, in
some contests the bands stand in a concert formation to be more appreciative of the audience.

Q: WHAT ARE THOSE PEOPLE DOING WALKING AROUND THE CIRCLE
WITH A CLIPBOARD?
A: Those are our judges! Pipe Bands at a Championship level are judged by two piping, one drumming
and one ensemble adjudicators. The piping and drumming judges consider the technical details of both
the playing and tuning, while the ensemble judge considers aspects such as harmony, musical prowess,
instrumental integration and overall enjoyment and emotive response of the set.

Q: HOW DOES THE GRADING SYSTEM WORK?
A: There are several different grades of pipe bands, from Grade 1 (the highest standard of players)
through Grades 2, 3, 4 and the under-18s Grade of Juvenile. There is no upper limit to the number
of players that can perform in a pipe band, but there is a minimum, which changes dependent on the
grade the band performs in.

www.gatheringfestival.com.au

TIME

Brisbane Boys College - 2
The SCOTS PGC College

Q: ARE THERE RULES THAT GUIDE THE COMPETITION?
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TIME

9:39 am

MEDLEY

Knox Grammar School - 2

NOVICE JUVENILE A
TIME

9:52 am
10:00 am

MSR

TIME

Brisbane Boys College - 1
Knox Grammar School - 1

10:08 am

MSR

The SCOTS PGC College

GRADE 4A
TIME

10:20 am
10:29 am
10:38 am
10:47 am
10:56 am
11:05 am
11:14 am

MSR

TIME

NSW Highlanders
Brisbane Boys College - 1
BBC Old Collegians
Queensland Irish Association
Knox Grammar School - 1
Toowoomba Caledonian
Fraser Coast Highlanders

11:26 am
11:35 am
11:44 am
11:53 am
12:02 pm
12:11 pm
12:20 pm

MEDLEY

NSW Highlanders
Brisbane Boys College - 1
BBC Old Collegians
Queensland Irish Association
Knox Grammar School - 1
Toowoomba Caledonian
Fraser Coast Highlanders

GRADE 4B
TIME

1:25 pm
1:33 pm

MARCHES

TIME

City of Ipswich
Knox Grammar School - 2

1:41 pm

MARCHES

Brisbane Boys College -2

GRADE 3 & 2
TIME

1.50 pm
2:00 pm
2:10 pm
2:20 pm

MSR

City of Ipswich (3)
Murrumba (3)
Emmanuel College Highlanders (2)
St Andrews (2)

TIME

2:35 pm
2:45 pm
3:00 pm
3:10 pm

MEDLEY

City of Ipswich (3)
Murrumba (3)
Emmanuel College Highlanders (2)
St Andrews (2)

Drum Majors: Dress Inspection & Flourishing at 1:00 pm. Duty band BBC No.1
MASSED PIPE BANDS: 4:00 pm - 4:30 pm

HIGHLAND DANCING SATURDAY
DANCING STAGE
TIME

TIME

11:30 am

Irish Dancing Demonstration

5:00 pm

Highland Dancing Demonstration

12:00 pm

Highland Dancing Demonstration

6:00 pm

1:00 pm

Irish Dancing Workshop

2:00 pm

Highland Dancing Workshop

Join with bagpipes and the Clans
to parade in our Lantern Lighting
Ceremony

3:00 pm

Belly Dancing Demonstration

4:00 pm

Practice for the Twilight Ceilidh
with Scottish Country Dancers

6:30 pm 8:30 pm

Black Bear Duo join with Donald
Mackay for an evening of Ceilidh
dancing. Enjoy all of your favourite
dances, including the crowd favourite
Strip the Willow.

BILLBOARD ADVERTISING:
BILLBOARD ADVERTISING:

REACH
REACH A
A LARGE
LARGE
GATHERING
GATHERING

HIGHLAND DANCING SUNDAY
OzScot Australia hosts this competitive showcase of Highland Dancing talent, starting
from 10.00 am. Dances include:
HIGHLAND FLING

SPECIAL HIGHLAND FLING

SWORD DANCE

SEANN TRIUBHAS

PRIMARY - 16 PAS DE BASQUE

PRIMARY - PAS DE BASQUE AND HIGH CUTS

BARRACKS JOHNNIE

HIGHLAND LADDIE

SCOTTISH LILT

FLORA MACDONALD

BLUE BONNETS

VILLAGE MAID

HIGHLAND DANCING BY OZSCOT AUSTRALIA: formed by Cheryl Roach OAM, OzScot
dancers are a highly acclaimed international dance team showcasing the mastery of highland dance.
IRISH DANCING BY WATKINS ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE: led by Sheryl Watkins, featuring
champion Irish dancers showcasing the rhythmic complexity of Irish dancing with stylish footwork
tapping out addictive rhythms.
HOSTED BY
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Aye, Billboard advertising is always visible.
Aye, Billboard advertising is always visible.
No need to log-on, turn on or open up – it’s seen by over 90% of Australians on a daily
No need to log-on, turn on or open up – it’s seen by over 90% of Australians on a daily
basis. Billboards are the number one media for raising awareness, and a must if you want
basis. Billboards are the number one media for raising awareness, and a must if you want
to build your business. Can you afford not to be noticed?
to build your business. Can you afford not to be noticed?

BOOK BOOK WITH BISHOPP
BOOK BOOK WITH BISHOPP
NOW ON (07) 3552 5600
NOW ON (07) 3552 5600

CELTIC MUSIC
BUSKERS’ STAGE

CELTIC FOLKLORE

A brief introduction to some of the creatures, gods, and legends that inhabit Celtic Folklore.

ARTISTS

SATURDAY TIMES

THE CREATURES

Rob and Jo
Rebecca Wright & Donald Mackay

11:00 am - 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

THE KELPIE (SCOTTISH, IRISH, WELSH): A Kelpie was originally a name given to a ‘Water
Horse’. They are described as ‘shape shifters’ and pose a particular danger to children when in the
shape of a horse. Attracting their victims to ride them they are taken under the water and then eaten.

ARTISTS

SUNDAY TIMES

Rob and Jo
Queensland Small Pipers
Celtic Harp with Raven Lamont
Rebecca Wright & Donald Mackay

9:30 am - 10:30 am, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
10:30 am - 11:00 am, 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Rob and Jo: they share a passion for Celtic music and together they delight audiences with their wit,
unique style and beautiful harmonies.
Rebecca Wright & Donald McKay: their music has been likened to that of a good Scotch whisky:
delightfully smooth, full of character and highly addictive. Look out for Donald at the Bodhran
workshop in the Discovery Centre and him calling at the Twilight Ceilidh on Saturday night
Queensland Small Pipers: they play bellow blown pipes such as Scottish Small Pipes and
Northumbrian Pipes. They have a workshop in the Discovery Centre 11 am to 12 pm (Sunday).
Raven Lamont: she sings and plays her beautiful High Headed Irish Harp. Raven’s love of Celtic and
Medieval songs makes her a natural storyteller. Raven is also doing a workshop in the Discovery
Centre 12 pm (Sunday).

THE BUSKERS
ALWAYS WANTED TO PERFORM FOR A LARGE AUDIENCE?
Here is your chance! Register at the stage on the day for a timeslot to perform your Celtic
music. Feel free to put the hat out in true busker style.
All ages and talents welcome. Open mic sessions from 2 pm - 5 pm (Saturday),
1pm - 1.30 pm (Sunday) and 3.30 pm - 4.30 pm (Sunday).

SESSION BAR
A session is a casual and sometimes impromptu gathering of musicians who have come together to
play traditional music.
Traditionally sessions would take place in the kitchen of a local family’s house. House dances were
commonplace, with the musicians gathered pumping out tunes for the set dancers. These homes
became known as céilí houses and were typically the homes of large musical families, with other
musicians frequently coming and going. Tunes were plentiful and the craic was definitely mighty.
The Gathering brings grassroots Celtic music to our Session Bar. Sing by the bar located in the Main
Grandstand, near the Discovery Centre and join in a jam session run by Alan Kelly on Saturday and
David De Santi on Sunday with members from bands such as The Stowaways and The Barleyshakes.
The sessions run each day from 1 pm - 3 pm.

THE NUCKELAVEE (ORKNEY ISLANDS): Of all the supernatural beings once believed to
roam Orkney, none was as feared as the creature known as the Nuckelavee. Although many folklore
creatures had a dualistic nature, the Nuckelavee was a creature of sheer evil.
THE SELKIE (IRISH, SCOTTISH): The Selkie-folk, are a supernatural race of shape-shifting seal
creatures. They are said to be able to shed their seal skin and then take human form. However, it was
vital for the Selkie never to lose its seal skin for it was that which gave them the ability to return to
their original seal form.
THE FAIRIES (IRISH, SCOTTISH, MANX & WELSH MYTHOLOGY): A supernatural race
comparable to the faeries or elves. They are sometimes said to be the spirits of nature and described
as the survivors of the Tuatha Dé Danann who retreated into the Otherworld after they were
defeated by the Milesians. The fairies are often described as fair-haired and covet golden-haired human
children whom they kidnap, leaving changelings in their place.
THE GODS
THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN AND FOMORIANS (IRISH, SCOTTISH & MANX): The
Tuatha Dé Danann are Celtic gods with supernatural ability and belong to the Otherworld (Aos Si)
community whose world is reached through mists, hills, lakes, ponds, wetland areas, caves, ancient burial
sites, cairns and mounds. The Fomorians are a supernatural race in Irish mythology often portrayed as
hostile and monstrous beings who come from the sea or underground. They are enemies of Ireland's
first settlers, the Tuatha Dé Danann. However, their relationship with the Tuath Dé is complex and
some of their members intermarry and have children. The Fomorians seem to have been gods who
represent the harmful or destructive powers of nature; personifications of chaos, darkness, death, blight
and drought. The Tuath Dé, in contrast, seem to represent the gods of growth and civilization.
THE LEGENDS
CÚCHULAINN (IRISH, SCOTTISH, MANX): Cú Chulainn (koo-KUL-in), is a warrior hero and
demigod in the Ulster Cycle of Irish mythology, as well as in Scottish and Manx folklore. He is known
for his terrifying battle frenzy (ríastrad), in which he becomes an unrecognisable monster who knows
neither friend nor foe.
SCÁTHACH (OR SGATHAICH) (IRISH, SCOTTISH): Scáthach is a figure in the Ulster Cycle of
Irish mythology. She is a legendary Scottish warrior woman and martial arts teacher who trains the
legendary Ulster hero Cú Chulainn in the arts of combat. She is especially associated with the Isle of
Skye, where her residence Dún Scáith ("Fortress of Shadows") stands. She is called "the Shadow" and
"Warrior Maid".
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A CELTIC INTRODUCTION
Can’t keep up with the Scottish lad or lassie next to you? Try some of these Scottish phrases and sayings!

SCOTTISH
“YOU’RE A WEE SCUNNER!”
This was usually said with a touch of impatience, as a fair translation would be “You’re a little whiner/nuisance”.

“AWA’ AN BILE YER HEID”
This Scottish phrase needs a double-dose of translating! Simply putting it into English results in “Away and boil your
head!” - which probably won’t help you much. What it means is something along the lines of ‘Get lost!’ or ‘Forget it!’
- and it’s usually said to someone who is deemed to be talking rubbish, or wasting your time.

“YER BUM’S OOT THE WINDAE!”
Another colourful Scottish saying that definitely needs some explaining. Direct English translation would be “Your
bum is out the window”, but that’s probably not going to make you any the wiser. So, the actual meaning of this
phrase is something along the lines of ‘You’re talking rubbish (trash)’, or ‘You’re not making any sense’.
Believe me, I heard this one a few times!

IRISH

The Celts are a group of people identified by a shared identity, culture and history. The six Celtic nations are cultural regions in
Western Europe that are linked by a common language group. These nations, where a distinct Celtic language and culture have
survived into modern times, are Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Brittany, Isle of Man, and Cornwall.
Other areas in the Northern Iberian Peninsula are said to be the seventh (Galicia), eighth (Asturias) and even ninth (Northern
Portugal) Celtic nations in a sense that there is a strong Celtic identity in the culture and music (including the use of bagpipes), but
unlike the other Celtic nations no Celtic language has been spoken in the area since probably the middle ages.

NATION
IRELAND
WALES
SCOTLAND
ISLE OF MAN
CORNWALL
BRITTANY

CELTIC NAME
EIRE
CYMRU
ALBA
MANNIN ELLAN VANNIN
KERNOW
BREIZH

CELTIC LANGUAGE
IRISH
WELSH
SCOTTISH GAELIC
MANX
CORNISH
BRETON

THE CLANS

A Scottish clan (from Gaelic clann, literally ‘children’, more broadly ‘kindred) is a kinship group
among the Scottish people.

CLANS AND ASSOCIATIONS WITH CONTACTS IN QLD

For more details on connecting with clans in QLD see the Scottish Clan Congress of QLD website listed below.

“Cad as dhuit?”
A short phrase that translates to “Where are you from?”

“Conas atá an craic?”
“What’s up?”

“Aithníonn ciaróg ciaróg eile”
The English translation would be “It takes one to know one”

WELSH
“Hwyl”
A little like the Irish word ‘craic’, the Welsh word hwyl is used to express a stirring sensation, fervour, emotion,
motivation and enthusiasm. It can also mean ‘goodbye’ as a shortened version of ‘hwyl fawr’.

“Cenedl heb iaith, cenedl heb galon”
This is one of Wales’ most famous proverbs and means ‘a nation without a language is a nation without a heart’.
It is pronounced phonetically as ‘ken-edl heb yayth, kenedl heb gal-on’.

“Rhoi’r ffidil yn y tô”
This phrase means to give up on something and is pronounced ‘roy’r fiddil un uh tor’ and means ‘putting the
fiddle in the roof ’. A bit like throwing in the towel in English.
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THE CELTIC NATIONS
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Campbell
Donald
Douglas
Forsyth
Fraser
Gunn
Hay
Henderson
Jardine
Johnstone
Keith
Kerr
Leslie
Macfarlane
Mackay
MacNicol
Scott
Stewart

Forget Not
By Sea and by Land
Never Behind
A Repairer of Ruin
I am ready
Either peace or war
Keep the Yoke
Virtue alone enobles
Cave Adsum
Never Unprepared
Truth Conquers
Late but in Earnest
Grip Fast
This I’ll defend
With a strong hand
Scorrybreac
I love
Courage Grows Strong at a Wound

Society of St Andrews of Scotland (QLD)
Scottish Clans Congress QLD
Aussie Scots
Scottish Australian Heritage Council
Celtic Council of Australia QLD
QLD Irish Association
Queensland Manx Society

clan-campbell.org.au
clandonaldqld.org
clandouglas.org.au
clanforsythqueensland.com
clanfraser.org.au
clangunnsociety.org
clanhay.org
clanhendersonsociety.org
scottishclans.org.au
johnston.asn.au
scottishclans.org.au
scottishclans.org.au
clanleslie.org
macfarlane.org
scottishclans.org.au
clanmacnicol.com
clanscottsociety.org
stewartsociety.org

standrewsociety.com
scottishclans.org.au
aussie-scots.org.au/clans
scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au
ccaqinc.wildapricot.org
queenslandirish.com
queenslandmanx.org.au
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